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3 Dems see funding gap on security
Lautenberg, Corzine and Menendez say state being shortchanged
on homeland money

Tuesday, August 03, 2004

BY JEFF WHELAN
Star-Ledger Staff

Three of New Jersey's Democratic members of Congress said yesterday
that the state's elevated terror alert level demonstrates that it is being
shortchanged in homeland security funding.

Sens. Jon Corzine and Frank Lautenberg and Rep. Robert Menendez
(D-13th Dist.) said Congress and President Bush should act immediately
to implement the recommendations proposed by the 9/11 commission --
including one to allocate federal security money based on a region's
relative risk for terrorist attack.

New Jersey, which had five counties on high alert, ranked eighth

among the states over the last two years in the amount of federal money
it received for homeland security at $220.5 million. But the lawmakers
complained that on a per-capita basis, New Jersey ranked 41st among
the states, at $25.64 per person.

They made their remarks from Liberty State Park in Jersey City, where
police helicopters could seen patrolling the skies of Lower Manhattan
and the Jersey City waterfront.

"We live in the cross hairs and we have proof now," Corzine said of the
latest threat to the region's financial institutions.
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3 Dems see funding gap on security

Corzine noted that Wyoming receives more money per person than any
other state, at $101.60. Lautenberg added: "So far, there hasn't been a
threat to attack any of their mountains."

Menendez said that the potential targets in his district alone -- which
include the Holland and Lincoln tunnels, Jersey City's financial district
and the PATH trains to Manhattan -- illustrate the burden facing New
Jersey. Menendez, the third-highest-ranking Democrat in the House,
said his caucus will cut short its summer recess to convene in
Washington Aug. 10 and address the commission's recommendations.

"l hope the Congress gets the urgency that has been missing," he said.

The White House press office referred questions to the Department of

Homeland Security, where Matt A. Mayer, chief of staff for the Office of
State and Local Government Coordination and Preparedness, said the
state can tap about $6.7 million in its account with Urban Area Security
Initiative for operational expenses, including overtime.

"We are working hard to look for additional ways to support the impacted
areas with this most recent Orange Alert," Mayer said.

The Associated Press contributed to this story.
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